
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



REVIEWS 



THE SHORT-STORY' 

Dr. Esenwein has added a second book to the critical literature of the 
short-story. As the intention of the writer that his work be used as a 
textbook will in all probability be broadly realized, the reader is likely to 
contemplate the possible effects of the present popularization of criticism. 
The play, the novel, and the short-story have been frequently analyzed 
in recent years, both for those who would create and for those whose only 
motive is study ; it is therefore to be expected that the latter will be more 
insistent upon form and that the efforts of the former will be in the 
direction of standardization of form. Evidence of more rigid require- 
ments, in so far as the critics are concerned appeared several years ago 
on the publication of a volume of selected short-stories with critical 
comment; the book was roughly handled in some quarters because many 
of the stories were not true types at all, but were rather episodes, tales, 
and novelettes. The public, however, refuses to take the matter of form 
very seriously; what the masses demand is life, animation, character, 
humor, up-to-date themes, and, above all, happy endings; which shows 
that the masses are still the masses. And by the way, the editors are 
still the editors. It has not been much more than a year since one of 
them was the marvel of the literary folk because he accepted a story 
whose beginning, middle, and end were tragic and pessimistic in the 
extreme. It seemed to be the impression that he was hazarding the life 
of his magazine. Doubtless it was the masterly handling of the theme 
that conquered the editor's business instincts. If there are others of his 
kind — those who will publish more of the serious and less of the shallow 
and the flippant — the present extension of constructive criticism in our 
schools and colleges may result in a gradual improvement in the output 
of short-stories, for the editors will be offered an increasing number of 
manuscripts written by people who have made a careful study of their 
art, and who have at the same time a view of life that reaches beneath 
the surface. 

While Dr. Esenwein confesses to using the term "short-story" rather 
loosely, he leaves no doubt in the mind of the reader as to what the strict 

'Studying the Short-Story. By J. Berg Esenwein. New York: Hinds, Noble & 
Eldredge, 191 2. 
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interpretation of the term is; and he leaves no doubt as to what the thing 
itself is. Nevertheless, the classification is based upon the nature of the 
subject-matter. The book contains stories of action and adventure, 
stories of mystery and fantasy, stories of emotion, humorous stories, 
stories of setting, impressionistic stories, character studies, and psycho- 
logical studies. Each group is accompanied by a critical treatment of 
the selections under it, a brief biography of each author, a few passages 
of quoted criticism, a list of references for furthering reading, a list of 
representative stories of the same class, and a number of suggestive 
questions for study. The book will be of as much interest to those who 
wish to write as to those who wish merely to study. 

C. L. H. 



AMERICAN CONVERSATION 

If you would hear yourself as others hear you, just listen while you 
read aloud a few chapters of this excellent little book. 1 If you are a 
real down-east Yankee, if you are a Far-Westerner, if you are from 
Dixie, or from the North Central states, or even from Missouri, you 
will rind your own favorite little expressions repeated, and your 
grandmother's and your children's as well. Planned on the lines of 
Dr. Kron's well-known Little Londoner, the book is admirably adapted 
to the use of foreigners who wish to travel in the United States, do 
business with, or live among, Americans. 

Beginning with calls and shopping, the very first need of speech is 
supplied for the beginner in simple sentences he would be most likely 
to need. Most Europeans accompany their speech with gestures so 
expressive that "getting on" with everyday conversation is made easy 
to the stranger. But Americans speak only with their tongues; so 
the stranger here has greater need for his guidebook to the language. 

Many chapters are accompanied by lists of questions and possible 
or probable answers in regard to prices, conveniences, weather, health, 
directions, etc. Chapters on "Private Houses and Hotels," "Educa- 
tion," "Earning a Living," "Money, Weights, Measures," "Time," 
"Mail and Express," "Traveling on Land and Sea," "Transportation 
in Cities," and "Government" furnish a wealth of useful, almost 
indispensable, information. Just the things that are so common that 
one would scarcely think of telling them the authors have remembered 
and carefully explained. 

1 The Little Yankee. By Alfred D. Schoch, Ph.D., and R. Kron, Ph.D. Frei- 
burg, Baden: J. Bielefelds Verlag, 1912. Pp. 192. M. 3. 



